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Survey on Actual Infestation by the Domestic Quarantine Pests on Confiscated Sweet Potatoes
at Naha Airport, Okinawa. Akito HAMAGAMI, Shinya KosAkA, Hiroyuki ADpAcHI and Masao
A1zawa (Naha Airport Branch, Naha Plant Protection Station). Res. Bull. Pl. Prot. Japan 38:115-
119 (2002).

Abstract: The movement of sweet potato from Okinawa to mainland in Japan is basically
banned because of the occurrence of Cylas formicarius, Euscepes postfasciatus and Omphisa
anastomosalis in the area. Then, actual infestation by the pests on confiscated sweet potatoes
at Naha Airport was investigated from 1998 to 2000. C. formicarius and E. postfasciatus
infested actually 31.0% and 5.2% of the sweet potatoes, respectively. O. anastomosalis was not
found on the sweet potatoes in the survey. The peak emergence of E. postfasciatus was
observed in six to seven weeks after the start of the experiment. A small number of C.
formicarius emerged in fifth and sixth week from the start. Infested sweet potatoes by the
weevils were found almost every month of the year. It was shown in the present study that
even a small number of sweet potatoes carried by passengers can be a critical pathway of the

pests to uninfested areas in Japan.
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