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Translator’s notes

To date, no cases of disease in humans or livestock caused by BSE (Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy) have
ever been detected in the United States. However, measures are being taken through the combined efforts of
agencies, which are responsible for preventing BSE from entering the U.S., such as the related agencies of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of the Health and Human
Services Department (HHS), and the U.S. Customs Service. “Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE)
Response Plan Summary” is a report summarizing the USDA's efforts for BSE prevention. Contingency plans in
case that BSE is detected in the U.S. are specified in the report.

On the other hand, the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) pointed out in its report “Improvements in the
Animal Feed Ban and Other Regulatory Areas Would Strengthen U.S. Prevention Efforts” submitted to the
Congress on January 25" of this year that the BSE prevention efforts made by the related agencies are not
sufficient.

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Policy Research Institute (AFFPRI) of Japan picked up these two reports
because “BSE Response Plan Summary” not only provides information about BSE to the general public but also
shows what a “Crisis Communication” should be by specifically showing the previously worked-out measures
which should be taken in case of the BSE detection. Furthermore, “Improvements in the Animal Feed Ban and
Other Regulatory Areas Would Strengthen U.S. Prevention Efforts” points out the BSE prevention efforts, which
appear to be sufficient, are not sufficient enough based on the results of close investigations. In addition, the report
presents the summary of the “Program Evaluation” method conducted by GAO.

Toshihiko Taniguchi, senior researcher at AFFPRI, translated these two reports with GAO’s permission for the
latter one, “Improvements in the Animal Feed Ban and Other Regulatory Areas Would Strengthen U.S.
Prevention Efforts”. More interests are being gathered in the way of Crisis communication should be in Japan
with the discovery of BSE infection in domestic cattle as a trigger. In addition, since the phrase “Program
Evaluation” has been translated and introduced to Japan as “Sogo-Hyoka (Comprehensive Evaluation)”, the
difference between it and the reviewing performance and/or policy implementation conducted by advisory
committees (members are university professors, former government senior officials, and stakeholders) of the
Japanese ministries and the Program Evaluations’ advantages have been made unclear. Under such a situation, we
are sure that the translations of these two reports will be a great help in considering the way of risk
communication should be and in the implementing program evaluation.

March 2002
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Policy Research Institute
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