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Translator's Note

This is a Japanese translation of U.K. ILGRA (Inter-Departmental Liaison Group on
Risk Assessment)'s report titled "Risk Communication A Guide to Regulatory Practice",
translated with ILGRA's permission by the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Policy
Research Institute (AFFPRI) of Japan.

With outbreak of problems such as released chemicals into the environment or BSE
infections as a trigger, exchange and sharing of information and opinions between
government and consumers/citizens have become considered as essential in Japan. As a
result, Risk Communication is attracting more attention as an information/opinions

exchange method.

With regard to Risk Communication, almost no experience or discussions have been
accumulated in Japan. Accordingly, there is not much literature on this subject and
administrative officials with Risk Communication skills have not been brought up.
AFFPRI is collecting the related literature as a part of our research activities and have
printed the Japanese translation of "FAO/WHO Expert Consultation on the Application
of Risk Communication to Food Standards and Safety Matters" in March 2002. In
addition to this, we this time decided to translate the ILGRA's guide, which is
characterized by explaining how to counter risks under concrete assumed situations by

administrative officials for themselves.

Incidentally, "consultations", one of the systems for consulting with stakeholders prior
to devising regulatory measures or the like, have been and are conducted in the U.K.
since 1997. The object of this system is to improve the transparency in the decision
making process and to promote stakeholders' involvement in the process. In the
ILGRA's guide, it is underlined that Risk Communication is necessary during the

process of consultations as well.

We hope that this guide will be utilized by a wide range of people in this country.

June 2002

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Policy Research Institute

* Regarding the "consultation", please refer to the AFFPRI's report titled "Research on the
Transparency Improvement of Decision Making Process in the field of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries —Final Report—" printed in March 2002.
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