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Foreword

March 2003

In Japan, a system will soon be constructed in which risk assessment and risk communication will be
conducted by the Food Safety Commission (provisional name), which is soon to be organized, and risk
management and risk communication will be conducted by related agencies such as the Ministry of

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare.

In order to make the newly constructed risk analysis framework consisting of three elements of risk
assessment, risk management and risk communication function smoothly, it is required that the
related organizations communicate and coordiante well each other, and that the framework should

be made use of effectively in a results-oriented manner.

The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Policy Research Institute carried out researches into how
the risk analysis framework is used in developed nations such as the U.S., Canada, U.K. and
Germany, in the fall of 2002. The researches focused on how risk communication is conducted, as well

as how risk analysis framework is utilized in these countries.

In course of these researches, we paid attention to a report titled "Initiation and Conduct of All
'Major' Risk Assessments within a Risk Analysis Framework" by the Center for Food Safety and
Applied Nutrition, U.S. Food and Drug Administration. In this report, the roles of risk assessors, risk
managers and risk communicators within a risk analysis framework are described, and the way of
thinking concerning the identification and selection process for the candidate risk assessments is
presented. We also regarded the fact that the selection process has already been put into practice at

the Center as noteworthy.

Between the U.S. and Japan, there are differences in the roles and responsibilities among
governmental organizations within a risk analysis framework. However, we translated the report
into Japanese. Since this report is based on their many years of experience on risk assessment in the
U.S., we have considered this report would be instructive, in our newly constructed risk analysis

framework, to operate risk assessment, risk management, and risk communication effectively.

We translated the report by permission of the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition, and we
had support of exposition from the Center in the details translating the report. We would like to
express our special thanks to Dr. Robert Buchanan, who is in charge of the report and gave a detailed
explanation to our senior researcher, Toshihiko Taniguchi on his visit to the Center in the fall of 2002,

and also to Dr. Sherri B. Dennis for her expertise in explaining the report.

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Policy Research Institute
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

Abbreviation/ Definition
Acronym

CFSAN FDA's Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition

CAC CFSAN's Cancer Assessment Committee

EOS Executive Operations Staff, CFSAN

FDA United States Food and Drug Administration

FSS Food Safety Staff, CFSAN

JIFSAN Joint Institute of Food Safety and Applied Nutrition

NACMCF National Advisory Committee on Microbiological Criteria for
Foods

NOAEL No-Observed Adverse Effect Level

OARSA Office of Applied Research and Safety Assessment,
CFSAN/OSci

0CO Office of Constituent Operations, CFSAN

OFP Office of Field Programs, CFSAN

ONPLDS Office of Nutritional Products, Labeling, and Dietary
Supplements, CFSAN

OPDFB Office of Plant, Dairy Foods, and Beverages, CFSAN

OMB Office of Management and Budget

OSAS Office of Scientific Analysis and Support, CFSAN

OSci Office of Science, CFSAN

0S Office of Seafood, CFSAN

SGE Special Government Employee

SOP Standard Operating Procedure




QMRA Quantitative Microbial Risk Assessment

QRAC CFSAN's Quantitative Risk Assessment Committee
RAC Interagency Risk Assessment Consortium
US DHHS United States Department of Health and Human Services
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