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Two Sides of Social Phenomenon, which Instigate Changes

in Lifestyle

1. Objective and Method

Due to lifestyle changes, women who de-
sire work are increasingly moving to cities. As
a result, it is clear from the rearrangement of
tabulations in the national census that in ru-
ral areas the number of unmarried women has
diminished correspondingly.

Meanwhile, migration from urban to rural
areas and new farmers are increasing. To clar-
ify awareness regarding these new farmers
and migration to rural communities, a ques-
tionnaire survey was conducted among grad-
uates of agricultural training centers.

2. Outline of Results

According to the National Census, over
the last 30 years, there has been a sharp in-
crease in the ratio of unmarried people of
young and middle age. The rate of increase is
two-fold in women, and five-fold in men. In the
35~39 year-old age group, 1 in 4 men are un-
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married, with this ratio double for women.
There is no gap between rural and urban areas
in the rate of non-marriage among men and
women, but the reasons are different.

In rural areas, the most strongly apparent
cause of non-marriage is the relatively large
number of unmarried men. Fig. 1 shows that
the ratio of unmarried men per 1 unmarried
woman increased in the over 30 group, and
that the rate of increase is larger in rural dis-
tricts than in cities. As a result, in rural com-
munities among people in their late 30s, for
each unmarried woman there are 2.5 unmar-
ried men, while in cities there are 1.7 men for
each unmarried woman.

Recently, agricultural training facilities
are being established in various regions. The
majority of the trainees are from cities.

For this research, graduates of 3 training
institutes, each having different locations and
training periods, were given questionnaire sur-
veys regarding their motives for participating
in the training.

Institute A, located in Furano City, Hok-
kaido, had a 1~6 month training period, and
many participants were part-time workers. In-
stitute B, in Shintoku Town, Hokkaido, had
one year training period and was made up of
young women who had quit their jobs to par-
ticipate. On the other hand, institute C, in Ta-
kahata Town, Yamagata had a training period
of one week, and consisted of old or middle
aged people participating on vacation and stu-
dents.

From the survey results, strength of
awareness (participation motives) was meas-
ured; trends in participation motives among
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training graduates are shown in Fig. 2, and
the differences are clear.

The A trainees tended to long for the gran-
deur of nature and wanted to escape the city,
while the B trainees tended to be interested in
both dairy farming and nature. In contrast
to this, many of the C trainees had a great
interest in the rural lifestyle and food self-
sufficiency.
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Recent Trends of Production and Regulations of Genetically

Modified Crops in China

China is famous for its first attempt at
transgenic tobacco production on a commercial
scale in the late 80s. Recently its production
acreage of GM crops is rapidly increasing. In
particular, most of the acreage comes from
transgenic cotton, which reaches over 2 million
hectares. Now China has become the fourth
largest grower of GM crops in the world after
the US, Canada, and Argentina.

(1) New Regulatory Framework

In 2001, China’s State Council introduced
a new policy framework for GMO issues, called
“Regulation on the Safety Administration of
Agricultural Biotechnology.” Further, in 2002,
the Ministry of Agriculture issued a new set of
implementation regulations concerning GMO
safety management, import safety manage-
ment, and labeling. Those regulations are as
follows; “Measures for the Safety Evaluation
Administration of Agricultural GMOs,”
“Measures for the Safety Administration of
Agricultural GMO Imports,” and “Measures
for Agricultural GMO Labeling Administra-
tion.”

As for the import safety regulation, the
clause: “the Ministry of Agriculture shall make
a decision of approval or disapproval within
270 days after receiving the application” (Arti-
cle 17) caused trade disputes with the US gov-
ernment. After negotiations between the gov-
ernments it was agreed to suspend the
regulation, and introduce an interim measure
for import safety regulation until September
2003. The labeling regulation was put into ef-
fect on March 20, 2003. As for the mandatory
labeling system, even oil and feed are required
to be labeled as such (same as EU system),
and a threshold level is not set for unintended
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contamination (Table 1).

Table 1. Items under Mandatory GMO Labeling
Soybean seed, soybean, flour, oil, soy meal
Corn seed, corn, flour, oil, corn meal
Rapeseed | seed, rapeseed, oil, rapeseed meal
Cotton seed
Tomato seed, fresh tomato, tomato sauce

Source: “Measures for Ag GMO Labeling Administration”.

(2) Regulatory System

The Chinese Ministry of Agriculture
(MOA) is in charge of safety regulation of agri-
cultural GMOs from many aspects; food, en-
vironment, and feed. However, at the national
level, six ministries consist of the Ag GMO
Joint-Ministry Conference System, which dis-
cusses and coordinates major problems regard-
ing agricultural GMOs. Every application for
safety certificates from the MOA needs to be
submitted on a variety by variety basis, and by
the provincial government where developers of
GMOs are considering actual plantings. This
kind of procedure increased the number of ap-
plications for GMO safety evaluations. As of
the end of 2002, it is reported that forty certifi-
cates have been issued from the MOA, and
about 30 of them are for GM cotton. Another
important point is that all safety certificates
for Ag GMOs have a limited time period, typi-
cally five years.

(3) Production Situation

Today there are four GM crops which are
planted on a commercial basis: cotton, tomato,
petunia, and pepper as shown in Table 2. How-
ever, cotton is the only crop which is widely
grown. Its acreage reaches about 2 million hec-
tares. The GM cotton is mainly grown in the
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