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Business sales in the farm product processing and farm restaurant sectors increased
The number of actual entities engaged in at least one business related to agricultural production (excluding retail) increased by 
24.1% from 2015-20, and the business sales increased by 16.4%. Viewed by sector, the “farm products processing” has shown 
particular growth, while “farm restaurants” have seen an increase in business sales, especially among group management 
entities, although there has been little change in the number of such entities. However, both the number of entities and business 
sales of “farm inns” demonstrate a downward trend (Table 1).

Agricultural management entities that have continued or started related business have diversified 
their sales channels and have a higher proportion of organic farming operations
Individual census data for 2015 and 20 were connected and analyzed by classifying them into the following five categories: 
“Continuing” (related business conducted in both 2015 and 2020), “Discontinued” (conducted business in 2015 but not in 2020), 
and “Discontinued (retied farming, etc.)” (conducted business in 2015 but not farming in 2020), “Started” (no related business 
conducted in 2015 but conducted in 2020), and “Started (new farmers, etc.)” (no farming in 2015 but conducted business in 
2020) (Table 2).
　First, the “Continuing” entities had higher business sales as well as sales value of agricultural products than the other 

types, both of which increased since 2015. In addition, a high percentage of respondents indicated that their agricultural products 
are shipped to the food manufacturing and food service industries or direct sales to consumers, that the primary category of sales 
is “fruit trees,” and that they are engaged in organic farming.
　However, the entities that “Discontinued” or “Discontinued (retied farming, etc.)” had lower business sales in 2015, and 

a higher percentage of individual management entities had proprietors in their 70s or older. It is believed that elderly farmers and 
entities with sluggish sales discontinued their businesses. However, agricultural product sales have increased since 2015 even 
among “Discontinued” entities, suggesting that some entities may have withdrawn from production-related businesses in order 
to focus on agricultural production.
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　Moreover, comparing the characteristics of the entities that “Started” and “Started (new farmers, etc.)” with those that 
“No initiatives” (not implementing projects in either year), there were characteristics such as a higher percentage of food manu-
facturing and food service industries and direct sales as the destination of agricultural products, a higher percentage of “vegeta-
bles grown in facilities” and “outdoor-grown vegetables” as the primary category of sales , and a higher percentage of organic 
farming, respectively. These shares are high in the “Started (new farmers, etc.)” category, where more than 30% of business 
owners are in their 40s or younger, indicating the presence of a younger generation combining production-related businesses 
and organic farming.

 (Analysis by OHASHI, Megumi)
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Table 1. Number of Agriculture Management Entities and Business Sales (2020) and Percentage Change

Source: Independently compiled from Census of Agriculture and Forestry survey data.
Note: 1) The number of operations differs from the statistics published in 2015 because the calculation was aligned with the criterion 

of “at least 10% of production-related business sales.” Business sales are the median value of the options, and business 
sales by sector are estimated by multiplying business sales by the sectors’ share. Percent change was calculated as (2020 - 
2015)/2015 (Table 2 is similar).

 2) “Retails” is not included. In addition, “Overseas exports,” “Renewable energy power generations,” and “Others” are omitted.
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Table 2. Characteristics of “Continued,” “Discontinued,” and “Started” Entities

Source: Independently compiled from Census of Agriculture and Forestry survey data.
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概要


文書のアクセシビリティの完全性を損なう可能性がある問題点が検出されました。
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